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Local Veterinary Clinics Kick Off “Friendly” Pet Food Drive Competition 

Animal Medical Center of Chicago and Integrative Pet Care will raise food donations for  

Friendship Pet Food Pantry – but with the twist of a wager! 

 

Animal Medical Center of Chicago (1618 W. Diversey) and Integrative Pet Care (2520 W. Armitage) 

are competing to see who can encourage the most donations of cat and dog food to benefit Friendship 

Pet Food Pantry. 

The contest starts March 16 and runs through March 31. Cans and unopened bags of food can be 

dropped off at either clinic location during business hours. Donors also can purchase food in person, or 

by phone or email from Parker’s Natural Dog & Cat Market at a 20-percent discount and give credit to 

the clinic of their choice.  

“We have a great referral relationship with Integrative Pet Care and know how much they are 

constantly giving back to animal rescues, so we thought they’d be up for the challenge,” said Nick 

Anderson, hospital administrator at Animal Medical Center of Chicago. “Now, with that being said, 

our team is dedicated to winning this competition.”  

Sarah Jackson, practice manager at Integrative Pet Care, remains optimistic about her clinic’s chances.  

“The great thing about this competition is that everybody wins in the end, but our clients are some of 

the most dedicated pet parents and animal-loving folks in Chicagoland. I can’t imagine that IPC won’t 

win this one,” said Jackson.  

The food will be weighed on the final day, and the losing pet care facility will have to buy lunch for 

the winner. All food donated to both clinics will be delivered to Friendship Pet Food Pantry (2733 

W. Lawrence) on Thursday, April 2, at 4:30 p.m.  

Through its work with animal rescues and foundations in Chicago, Jackson said IPC had witnessed the 

need for basic resources that can help keep pets with their forever families.  

“Providing something as simple as food can mean the difference between a pet keeping its home and 

going into the shelter system,” said Jackson. “So when Animal Medical Center of Chicago challenged 

us to this food drive, we couldn’t turn them down. It’s a wonderful cause and a fun way to help pets in 

our community.”  

Animal Medical Center of Chicago has a history of donating to causes that benefit pets and people. 

Over the past year, AMC donated to a different charity ever week for 52 weeks and encouraged its 

clients to participate.  



“We heard about Friendship Pet Food Pantry through a client and chose them as our final week 

donation,” said Anderson. “We decided it would be great to do more to support their mission of 

keeping pets and families together.” 

Dara Salk, a volunteer coordinator with Friendship Pet Food Pantry, said she hopes this competition 

motivates other businesses to throw down the gauntlet for a friendly rivalry. She declined, however, to 

predict who she thought would win this food drive. 

“We’re grateful to both clinics for their efforts and for choosing FP2 as the recipient for all their hard 

work,” said Salk. “We hope they still like each other once it’s over.” 

 

### 

 

About Animal Medical Center of Chicago | animalmedicalcenterofchicago.com 

Located in a beautifully renovated and expanded Victorian house, Animal Medical Center of Chicago 

has been part of the Lincoln Park and Lakeview neighborhoods since 1990. We take pride in providing 

quality veterinary care to dogs, cats and birds in Chicago.  

Animal Medical Center of Chicago provides surgical care, preventive and internal medicine, 

ultrasound, digital radiography, behavioral advice, and dental services to our canine, feline and avian 

patients. The staff of veterinarians include Donna Solomon, Timothy England, Pam Janik and Meg 

Ogishi.  

About Integrative Pet Care | integrativepetcare.com 

Integrative Pet Care is a veterinary facility focused entirely on animal rehabilitation, fitness and 

holistic care. IPC’s three locations (Chicago, Hanover Park and Homer Glen) feature specialized 

rehabilitation equipment and highly trained team members who cater to the patients’ specific needs.  

All care at IPC is overseen by licensed veterinarians with extensive experience and certification in 

animal rehabilitation, veterinary acupuncture and chiropractic/VSMT. The physical therapists and 

animal rehabilitation therapists have completed a formal certification program in canine rehabilitation 

to provide services including hydrotherapy, therapeutic laser, exercise, manual therapy, massage and 

more. 

About Friendship Pet Food Pantry | friendshippetpantry.org 

Friendship Pet Food Pantry (FP2) helps Chicago pet owners facing financial challenges keep the 

promise they made to their pets to love and care for them forever. By providing pet food to residents in 

need, and informing them of low-cost health services, FP2 aims to reduce the number of dogs and cats 

surrendered to shelters or abandoned each year because their owners cannot afford food or veterinary 

care.  

 

FP2 operates a monthly pantry under the aegis of the Lincoln Square Friendship Center, an auxiliary of 

The Friendship Center, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization dedicated to alleviating hunger and poverty 

in area neighborhoods. Through the generous donations of supporters, FP2 provides food to more than 

100 cats and dogs each month.   


